
 

 

 

Beckermet Village Association  
Minutes of meeting held on 30 January 2020 

 

1. The Chairman opened the meeting by thanking those present for attending.  
 
Members present:  John Mackay (Chair), Lesley Barlow (Secretary), Tim Barlow, Margaret Benn, Jo 
Cloudsdale, Margaret Collinson, Anne Dickinson, John Dickinson, Jean Hall, Alan Kiel (Treasurer), Norman 
Linthwaite, Frank McKee, Geoff Nugent, Simon Spencer (Vice Chair). 
 
Apologies received:  Doreen Head, Lyn Hobbs, Sam Meteer, Andrew Moore, Sarah Moore, Keith 
Woolley, Margaret Woolley. 
 
 
2.  Previous meeting minutes 
2.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 10 October 2019 were approved.  
2.2 Speed Awareness Training: It was noted that a total of 8 people had attended the training but no 
further action could take place until equipment had been purchased and the problem areas had been 
identified and risk assessed. 
2.3 Road Markings: Cumbria County Council had confirmed that all junction road markings in Beckermet 
were to be refreshed.  
2.4 Potholes: It had been confirmed that anyone wishing to report potholes (or other highways issues) 
should do so by logging on to the Cumbria County Council website, clicking on ‘report a highway fault’ and 
following the prompts. 
 
 
3. BVA Financial Update 
Alan Kiel gave an update on the finances of the BVA.  Income for the year to date totalled £365 (£250 for 
newsletter sponsorship and £115 from the annual quiz). Actual and committed expenditure to date relating 
to hire of the Reading Rooms (£72) and Newsletter costs (£249.35) amounted to £321.35. A further £83.25 
had been spent on the production of the CLP questionnaire – although the Parish Council had indicated 
their willingness to contribute to this activity, costs could not be reimbursed retrospectively and so the PC 
grant of £200 would be used towards the production of the post-questionnaire report and subsequent CLP 
Plan.   
 
 
4. First Responders Update 
Alan Kiel gave an update on the finances of the First Responders, and it was noted that the group has 
sufficient balance to cover the hire of the Reading Rooms for training sessions.  
 
The team of 7 have had a number of callouts in the past few weeks in Hale, Beckermet and Braystones.  
 
It was agreed that a request should be included in the newsletter to encourage new members to join. 
 
 
5. Parish Council (PC) matters  
Update on Parish Council business:  

 Parish Council minutes can be accessed via the PC website for detailed information on its activities 

 Road markings in the village were to be refreshed (see item 2.3) 

 Cherry Trees had been planted: one opposite Croft House, two at the bottom of School Green play 
area 

 Repairs had been completed to Middlebank Suspension Bridge 

 A picket fence is to be erected on School Green to keep dogs off the playing field. 
 
6. Community Led Plan 



 

 

The CLP group provided an update on progress.  The questionnaire had been distributed with a submission 
deadline of end of November, which had been extended to end of January.  To date, 49 responses had 
been received with a further dozen or so expected shortly – a response rate of around 20%.  A short 
summary will be collated and circulated to all households via the Newsletter and the more detailed work on 
producing the formal 5-year Community Led Plan will begin with a view to completion by the end of the 
year.  
 
Thanks were extended to all those who had worked on this project. 
 
 
7. Newsletter 
The production quality of the newsletter was recognised.  The editor reported that future editions would 
include more articles – with additional contributions expected from the School, the Church and the Beavers.  
A summer edition of the newsletter would explore the possibility of securing adverts from local businesses 
to establish a self-funding Newsletter by inviting interested parties to contact the editor.  
 
It was noted that access to and administration of the newsletter email account needed to be passed to the 
current editor.  The Vice-chair offered to assist in this. 
 
 
8. Matters of concern to residents. 
The following concerns and points of interest were raised: 

 Continued concern over speeding on Morass Road and around the school area 

 It was good to have Mill Lane re-opened 

 It would be good to have the road markings in the village refreshed 

 Concern over the amount of dog dirt and general rubbish littering the roads in and around the 
village.  The secretary agreed to contact the Council to see if additional notices could be provided 
for display to encourage better behaviour 

 An encouragement for everyone to wear brighter/high visibility clothing when walking along the dark 
roads 

 
 
9. AOB 
9.1 Nothing to report. 
 
 
10. Dates for 2020:    
All meetings 7.30pm in the village Reading Rooms.  Everyone welcome 

23 April 
23 July (AGM) 
22 October 

 
Lesley Barlow 
Secretary – Beckermet Village Association 
January 2020 


