
 

 

 

Beckermet Village Association  
Minutes of meeting held on 6 April 2022 

 

The Chairman opened the meeting by thanking those present for attending.  
 
Members present:  John Mackay (Chair), Lesley Barlow (Secretary), Tim Barlow, Kath Cook, Alan Kiel 
(Treasurer), Sheena Mounsey, Geoff Nugent, Julie Nugent, Sue Perry, Jean Slater 
 
1. Apologies received:  Andrew Moore, Sarah Moore, Ian Perry, Simon Spencer (Vice Chair), Keith 

Woolley, Margaret Woolley. 
 
2.  Previous meeting minutes 
2.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 5 January 2022 were approved.  
2.2 White Mare (min ref 2.2): It was understood that the pub would open on Friday at 5pm – with a buffet 
being offered on Saturday evening but the restaurant would not be available for another 3 weeks.  
2.3 Items for Parish Council (min ref 5): A full update would be provided under agenda item 5. 
2.4 GDF proposal (min ref 2.5): The GDF Partnership had included Beckermet Reading Rooms in its 
most recent set of roadshows hosting about 7 events across a 3 week period.  It was reported that plans 
were in place for non-invasive, sea-based seismic investigations to take place over the summer and into 
the autumn – but a full report of the findings could take at least a year.  In the meantime, based on 
comments received from Beckermet residents at the roadshows, the Partnership was organising for a 
property valuation expert to attend a further roadshow at the Reading Rooms on 18 May – the expert would 
also attend the meeting of the Parish Council on the same day.   
2.5 Newsletter editor (min ref 7): an advert for a replacement editor had been posted on the village 
Facebook page. It had been opened in full by around 200 people but no one had registered any interest in 
taking on the role.  It was understood that a local company had expressed an interest in increasing its 
community involvement and the possibility of the company taking on interim responsibility for the newsletter 
was being explored. 
2.6 Reading Rooms Wi-Fi (min ref 8.1): temporary availability of Wi-Fi in the Reading Rooms had been 
sorted pending a permanent solution once a new mast has been erected. 
 
3. First Responders Update 
Alan Kiel reported that there had been no activity on this account for the financial year to date – the 
ongoing balance remains at £1626.15.  There have been no call outs since the last BVA. Alan explained 
that he had contacted head office at Preston to check the reason for no call-outs but had yet to receive a 
response. 
 
The secretary agreed to follow up on a previous kind offer from a resident to provide first aid/defibrillator 
training for the village. 
 
4. BVA Financial Update 
Alan Kiel gave an update on the finances of the BVA for the financial year to date.   
 

 Balance 

Opening Balance from January BVA 562.74 

January events profits (excl RR hire) 114.95 

February events profits 42.01 

Ongoing Balance 719.70* 

 
*£40 donation to the scouts still to be deducted 

 
Profits from the music night (Stooshie) totalled £188 which had bene donated to the Reading Rooms. 
 



 

 

For ease of accounting, from February, the Chair has paid the Reading Rooms rent directly so the takings 
from regular events such as coffee mornings, quiz nights and bingo nights would be income to the BVA 
with no further expenses, thereby saving the Treasurer time and concern about the cost of room rent.  
 
An invoice for room rental for BVA events up until the end of January could be issued by the Reading 
Rooms depending on charges.  Hourly rent is uncertain so we will wait to see is an invoice is forthcoming.  
No invoice will be received for the Coffee, Cake & Chat sessions but possibly for Quiz and Bingo evenings. 
 
5. Parish Council (PC) matters  
Update on Parish Council business:  

1. The planning application associated with Croft End Farm had been approved – all details of 
planning applications can be viewed directly via Copeland Council’s website. 

2. Traffic management: Via Facebook, villagers had been asked to identify problem traffic spots in the 
village.  Based on these reports, the chair and vice chair of the Parish Council had created a list 
identified by the What3Words App which had been submitted to Cumbria County Council for their 
consideration and action. 

3. The annual review of the PC’s assets had been completed, noting items requiring repair.  The full 
list can be viewed on the PC website. 

4. Swing Bridge: Repairs were the responsibility of the County Council and a request had been 
submitted and approved subject to finances being available. As this meant it was likely to be a 
further year before action would be taken, a temporary fix had been made but required extreme 
caution if using the bridge.  A further representation had been made to the County Council to see if 
a permanent repair could be undertaken as a matter of urgency – a response was awaited. 

5. The possibility of securing funding from the GDF Partnership for a refurbished playpark was being 
explored.  Once the outcome of the application was known, a full review of the facilities would be 
undertaken which would include feedback from children at the local primary school as well as from 
teenagers in the village.  Those present welcomed and supported this initiative. 

6. New/refurbished noticeboards had been installed at the Reading Rooms and the bus stop – notices 
relating to the BVA would be placed in one of those at the bus stop. 

7. The area adjacent to the BT Exchange had been cleared. 
8. The benches at School Green are to be repaired. 
9. A Jubilee Tree (a native White Beam) had been purchased and planted to the left-hand side of 

School Green play park – a plaque will be installed shortly. 
10. The possibility of landscaping the Cherry Tree area near Croft House was still being explored as it 

remained unclear who owned the land.  A quote from a designer who had undertaken similar work 
at Gosforth was awaited. 

11. Items outstanding that are not within the control of the PC but which the PC continue to chase 
include: 

1. Large ‘No Dogs’ sign for the playing field 
2. Saltbin on Braystones Road 
3. Flytipping at Cop Lane. 

 
12. Jubilee Celebrations: the PC had granted £1000 to each of Thornhill and Beckermet Village 

Associations to fund activities for the Jubilee weekend.  A poster/flyer was being finalised by a BVA 
Working Group to advertise the planned events for the village.  To date, these include: 

1. Thursday: The BVA Working Group was organising a fancy dress parade, street party with 
singer (to be held in village car park or, if poor weather, Reading Rooms), jubilee cake 
competition 

2. Friday: The Royal Oak was organising a family BBQ (open to all) 
3. Saturday: The Royal Oak was organising an event to celebrate Epsom Races Ladies Day 
4. Sunday: The Social Committee was organising an Afternoon Tea for the over-60s in the 

Reading Rooms. 
 

5. Friday 20 May:  John Mackay would be hosting a Jubilee Quiz with questions covering a 
rage of subjects – all of which will have occurred in the UK in the last 70 years.  Any profits 
from this would be added to the Parish Council’s grant of £1000 to cover celebration costs. 

 



 

 

Bunting around the bus shelter would be jubilee colours of purple and silver – all other bunting 
would be red, white and blue so that it could re-used. 
 
Any previously agreed claims for expenses incurred would be refunded via the BVA Treasurer by 
means of a cheque on production of receipts. 
 

13. The next meeting of the PC was scheduled for 20 April in Beckermet Reading Rooms at 7pm, and 
would be preceded by the Annual Parish Council meeting at 6:30.  The subsequent PC meeting 
would be on 18 May at Thornhill and would include attendance by the GDF property valuation 
expert.  

 
6. Community Led Plan 
The CLP Action Plan had been amended to show the progress made and an updated document had been 
circulated to all households. 
 
There remained significant activity to be undertaken on the medium and long term goals – the majority of 
which fell under the need for a refurbished community centre.  In consultation with an architect, progress 
had been made on a Reading Room refurbishment plan which aimed to satisfy current and future use.  It 
was anticipated that a formal proposal would be available for display and comment in the Reading Rooms 
over the Jubilee weekend.  This would allow further work on costings/furnishings to be undertaken to allow 
the 2nd bid for GDF funding to be submitted for consideration at the Partnership’s August or October panel 
with a view to having work completed in time for the Reading Room centenary in September 2023. 
 
Work to refurbish the Reading Rooms would require its closure from November 2022 to August 2023.  It 
was recognised that regular users of the Rooms may need help to identify alternative venues during this 
time. 
 
Options for linking a refurbished community centre to the coastal path and cycle route websites would also 
be explored. 
 
Other actions listed on the Plan which had been pursued by the Parish Council included: 
 Mobile Library: Cumbria Libraries had confirmed that it no longer operated such a service. 
 Bus service: Stagecoach had indicated this would not be possible due to cost.  
 Mobile Post Office (with banking service): a response from Royal Mail was awaited. 
 
7. Newsletter 
See agenda item 2.5.   
 
8. Matters of concern to residents. 
The following was raised: 

1. The planned location of the Jubilee tree had been amended following an objection from a resident. 
 
9. Dates for 2022 
Wednesday 6 July (AGM) at 7:30pm in the village Reading Rooms.  Everyone welcome. 
It was noted that future dates may need to change to Thursday evenings if the Reading Rooms needed to 
reschedule to accommodate the Brownies.  Notice will be given of any change. 
 
 
 
Lesley Barlow 
Secretary – Beckermet Village Association 
April 2022 


