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BECKERMET VILLAGE ASSOCIATION

The meeting of the Beckermet Village 
Association, held on 5 May, was attended by 
about 15 people and was an opportunity to 
update residents and obtain feedback on some 
of the key issues affecting the village. Updates
were provided on finance, traffic issues, 
Parish Council matters, Nuclear matters and 
the First Responders (congratulations by the 
way to Chris Matheson and Nick Clarke on 
successfully completing their sky dive and 
raising more than £1800 for the Beckermet 
and Gosforth First Responder Groups in the 
process). 

Two main topics dominated the discussions. 
The first of these was the need to appoint 
some new Parish Councillors following the 
loss of 4 experienced members in the last 12 
months. The second was that NUGEN who 
plan to build 3 nuclear reactors in our Parish 
at their Moorside site, would start their Public 
Consultation process in mid May which would
include an exhibition in the Beckermet 
Reading Rooms. By the time you receive this 
issue of the Beckermet Newsletter the 
exhibition will have taken place and I hope 
you took the opportunity to have your say 
about the proposals.
  
The need for some new Parish Councillors 
and the planned developments at Moorside 
are in many ways related because by being 
an active member of the Parish Council you
can help influence the impact on the 
community of this massive project.  You 
don't need to have any knowledge of the 
nuclear industry to be an effective 

councillor, we need people with common 
sense who are prepared to work with us, 
Copeland & Cumbria Councils, and 
organisations like NUGEN and Sellafield 
Limited to maximise the benefits and 
minimise any negative impact on our 
community. So please give some thought to 
becoming a Parish Councillor, the next 
meeting will be at 1900hrs on June 17 at 
Thornhill Social Club so why not come 
along to get a feel for what is involved 
before you make any commitment or better
still ask to be co-opted on to the Parish 
Council.

One final note is that all Beckermet Residents 
are members of the Beckermet Village 
Association, so please come along to future 
meetings of the BVA to find out what is 
going on and help develop our community.

John Edwards (Chairman)

NuGEN CONSULTATION ABOUT 
MOORSIDE
The Parish Council has been meeting with 
NuGEN over the last 2 years, and has 
participated in their Moorside Technical 
Committee.  We think that this committee has 
teased out the issues involved, and NuGEN 
are showing them at their consultations under 
4 headings: - “Accommodation”; “Transport”;
“The Moorside Site”; “Community Benefits”.

A main development is that NuGEN are now 
‘searching’ an area twice as large as originally
indicated, so have an interest right up to Old 
Church Road, across Nursery Road and the 
A595, and towards Braystones.  There will be 
a number of issues for our village:  including 
transport congestion; pollution by dust, noise 
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and light; pressure on health resources due to 
the extra 4000 incoming workers, etc.  This 
comes at the same time as Sellafield will also 
be undertaking major construction work.

It is important for our village that we 
minimise the problems, so will continue to 
meet with NuGEN as their ideas develop.  The
final decision on whether they will construct 
is still scheduled for 2018, with the first 
reactor producing electricity by 2024.

The consultation can still be seen at 
Whitehaven Civic Hall for some weeks, and 
we are all encouraged to respond by July 25- 
at the consultation, using their website 
www.nugenconsultation.com,  or by e mail to 
haveyoursay@nugeneration.com
The Parish Council will respond, based on 
what people have said to us.

Peter Manning

BECKERMET AND THORNHILL 
PARISH COUNCIL
At the April meeting of the Parish Council Ed 
Matthews announced that he was standing 
down as Chairman of the Parish Council, and 
Colin Boothroyd (the Vice Chairman and long
standing member) also announced his 
resignation. The Parish Council members 
expressed their thanks to both Ed and Colin 
for their hard work over a period of many 
years representing the Parish and I am sure 
you will join me in wishing them both all the 
very best for the future. 

The loss of both these experienced councillors
emphasises the need for additional new 
volunteers to become council members.

John Edwards
 on behalf of Beckermet and Thornhill

 Parish Council

BECKERMET READING ROOM
The Reading Rooms continues to function as a
resource for Beckermet but we could do with 
more support, members and bookings to 
continue as at present. The hire is £9 per hour 
which is very reasonable compared to other 
venues. More committee members would be 
welcome.

JUNE
1 ART CLASS 1000
5 READING ROOM COMMITTEE 1930
6 SPORTS DAY -STALLS AND 
REFRESHMENTS FROM 1200
8 ART CLASS 1000
9 U3A PHOTOGRAPHY 1000
10 WI 1900
12 PRIVATE PARTY 1800
15 ART CLASS 1000
22 ART CLASS 1000
24 FIRST RESPONDERS 1900
29 ART CLASS 1000
JULY
6 ART CLASS 1000
7 BVA AGM 1930
8 WI 1900
13 ART CLASS 1000
14 U3A PHOTOGRAPHY 1000
15 PARISH COUNCIL 1900
22 FIRST RESPONDERS 1900
AUGUST
11 U3A PHOTOGRAPHY 1030
26 FIRST RESPONDERS. 1900

   Kathleen Cook 
(Bookings Secretary 841363)

HISTORY GROUP
If anyone has recently visited the refurbished 
White Mare, you may have noticed the photos
of Old Beckermet which were furnished by 
the contract framers courtesy of the history 
group, also the enlarged map of the centre of 
Beckermet opposite the bar which is most 
effective.
We hope to have an AGM early autumn 
together with a talk.                            

 Kathleen Cook 
secretary 841363

LATEST NEWS ON LOW CHURCH
The builders are putting the last coats of lime 
wash on the exterior and repairing the hole in 
the roof inside. There are new doors to go on 
and the exterior work should be finished in 
June. THEN we have to start on the interior!
Kathleen Cook for the fundraising committee.

MESSAGES FROM YOUR NEWLY 
ELECTED COPELAND COUNCILLORS
Yvonne Clarkson would like to thank the 
residents of the Beckermet Ward for the 
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confidence placed in me at the recent 
Copeland Council elections. I will continue to 
represent your views and concerns . I am 
available on 01946 841126 or by email at 
yvonne.clarkson@hotmail.gov.uk  

Yvonne Clarkson

If you are taking the time to read this 
newsletter, chances are that you may have 
read my election leaflet.  I am Sam Meteer 
your newly elected Independent Councillor 
for Beckermet Ward. There are two 
Councillors representing this Ward, the other 
of course being long standing       Councillor, 
Yvonne Clarkson.
Some of my details and experience were 
included in my election leaflet along with my 
contact details. It is a privilege to represent all 
of the people of Beckermet Ward and you can 
be reassured I will do my best to help with any
problems or issues brought to me, as well as 
trying to enhance the quality of life for 
residents. Please remember I cannot help with 
something I don’t know about!
This is why I have tried to ensure everyone 
knows my contact details which are; Email – 
sam47@mypostoffice.co.uk I will also be 
issued with a Copeland Borough Council 
email address in due course. My address for 
letters is; 10 Wodow Road, Thornhill, 
Egremont CA22 2SD and my telephone 
number is 01946 820404. If you are into 
Social Media I am on Facebook under Sam 
Meteer and you could message me this way, 
as someone has already done.  

Sam Meteer

TAKING TO THE SKIES FOR A GOOD 
CAUSE

Back in March Chris Mathieson and Nic 
Clarke did a 15,000ft sponsored sky dive at 
Sky Dive North West, to raise money for the 
Beckermet & Thornhill First Responders to 
enable the group to buy new life-saving 
equipment.
Over £1800 was raised which will enable the 

purchase of two new AEDs (automatic 
external defibrillators). 

The target was to raise enough funds for one 
AED so to be given enough sponsorship for 
two AED’s was marvellous. Thank you to 
everybody who donated the support and 
response was fantastic.

Chris Mathieson

NSPCC

Our 25th Annual Sale of Plants and Cakes this
year took place on Sunday 3rd May at 
Calderbridge Village Hall. In spite of a very 
wet and windy start to the day, we had a 
reasonable turnout in the afternoon and raised 
£1,948. 45p in aid of the NSPCC, all of which
will be used to help children and families in 
West Cumbria.
 
The raffle was won by Lynne Plowman of 
Nether Wasdale. Many thanks to Mr. Alan 
Hale for his generous donation, to our loyal 
supporters and to the numerous people who 
helped on the day.    

Val McKee (Chairman)
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BECKERMET NURSERY
DON'T MISS IT!!!
Beckermet Nursery are holding their annual 
Family Funday on Saturday 27th June 2015. 
12 noon until 4pm.
Please come along and enjoy the fun. Even 
bigger and better than last year, pony rides, 
bouncy castle and slide, stalls, BBQ (even if 
you just come for a Napier's Cumberland 
sausage roll they're not to be missed - 
yummy), classic cars and tractors, hen show, 
Whitehaven First Responders with some 
surprises this year, and lots lots more for the 
whole family to enjoy.
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE. 

Tricia Gallagher(Manager)

BECKERMET SCHOOL
We will be having an Air Ambulance 
collection on Friday 19th June 2015 at 10am, 
all donations much appreciated.  
Bags are available from the school office or 
you can use black bin bags.

Lenore Thomson (Administrator)

FRIENDS OF BECKERMET SCHOOL
The Friends of Beckermet School have been 
busy continuing their fundraising efforts to 
raise funds for iPads for Village School 
Children. 

On March 17th, the children launched their 
very own storybook, “Where Two Rivers 
Meet”.  Full of wonderful stories and 
illustrations by the children, the book was 
printed by the Guide Media Group and 
supported by Paul Douglas General Building 
Services & Groundworks, SEB Management 
Services, PacTec Ltd, Livingstone Surface 
Treatments Ltd, Demtech Nuclear Services, 
Costain Group Ltd and The Beacon Museum. 
The book is now available to buy for just £8 
per copy and is available directly from the 
school as well as The Village Store in 
Gosforth and The Beacon Museum Shop in 
Whitehaven. 
The school also continues to run the 100 Club
(which is open to all members of the 
community) and we will have a stall at the 
upcoming Beckermet Nursery Fun Day on 
27th June and The Village Fun Day on the 

6th June so come and support your local 
School and meet our Committee there.

In addition, the group has 2 fabulous 
fundraisers planned for July with a Golf Day 
at Eskdale Golf Course on Friday 3rd July 
and a very special Casino Evening on 
Saturday 4th July at The White Mare.   Entry 
to the Golf Day can be booked through Steve 
Dunn (stevexdunn@gmail.com / 07817 
344149) and tickets for the Casino Evening  
will be available soon from the school, 
Friends’ members and the White Mare priced 
at £25.
As you can see, the group is very busy 
organising all these wonderful events to 
support the school and would welcome 
additional members.  So if you have any time, 
skills or ideas that you could offer, or if you 
would like to attend one of the upcoming 
events, please get in touch with the school on 
admin@beckermet.sch.cumbria.uk. The group also 
has a Facebook Group – search Friends of 
Beckermet School.                    

 Claire Winter-Moore

MESSAGE FROM NUGEN
NuGen commented: "We have been very 
pleased to see so many of the local residents 
of Beckermet and surrounding areas at the 
recent consultation event in the village. We 
still have many more events taking place and 
would urge anyone who has not had the 
chance to attend to come along and let us 
know their thoughts on the proposed 
development. We also have the Moorside 
Information Centre at the Civic Hall in 
Whitehaven where you can see the exhibition 
material and chat to NuGen staff" 
Kathryn Booth (Operations & Engagement 
Manager)  Phone 691281 or 07850 770 042
email kathryn.booth@nugeneration.com

FORTHCOMING BVA MEETINGS
The BVA meetings for the remainder of 2015 
are:-  7 July (AGM) and 13 October.
Gardening work party meetings are on 10 
June, 22 July and the 2 September – all 
Wednesdays.  We meet at the bus shelter 
opposite the White Mare at 6 pm. No 
gardening or tidying experience necessary.
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