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Chairman’s Report 
 
Welcome to the latest edition of our village 
newsletter. Our recent meeting of the Beckermet 
Village Association took place on Thursday 18th 
July in the Reading Room. This meeting was 
our AGM and attended by around fifteen 
members of the village. Being the AGM, the 
main focus of the meeting was the election of 
officers for the forthcoming year.  

John Mackay was re-elected as chair, Simon 
Spencer elected as vice-chair, Lesley Barlow as 
the association’s new secretary, Alan Keil re-
elected as treasurer and Geoff Nugent as the 
new editor of the village newsletters. All were 
elected unanimously and all were thanked for 
accepting their positions for another year. A 
special thanks was given to both Sarah Moore 
and Margaret Woolley for all their efforts for 
the BVA over many years following stepping 
down from their respective posts within the 
BVA. 

Alan Keil our treasurer gave a presentation of 
the financial position of both the BVA and First 
Responder’s annual accounts. Both of these 
showed a positive balance with sufficient funds 
for the forthcoming year, especially for the First 
Responders whose expenditure had reduced 
significantly last year due to the annual cost of 
the pagers being met by Sellafield. To top up the 
BVA accounts a quiz will be on sale in August 
and September so please look out and purchase 
one at a £1 with the chance of winning one of 
the four prizes available. Alan also informed the 
meeting that the First Responders had attended 
five call outs in recent weeks in and around the 
village. 

Peter Manning of the Parish Council informed 
the meeting of various matters including the  

 

 

County Council’s future plan of having 
consultation on possible future traffic measures 
in the village. We were also informed of the 
forthcoming ban of all dogs except assistance 
dogs on the school green. A plea was also made 
on behalf of the lack of parish councillors. 
There are at present four vacancies and soon 
there will be five. They urgently need new 
members so if you feel you would like to 
become a parish councillor then contact Peter or 
myself. 

The group responsible for the Community Led 
Plan have continued to meet. They will be 
conducting a questionnaire shortly to get the 
views of the residents of Beckermet. Please 
complete yours when it arrives in order to help 
this group to get the widest views of all those 
who live in our village. 

As usual please may I remind you that all 
Beckermet residents are automatically members 
of the BVA & therefore not only entitled but 
actively encouraged to come along to these 
meetings. It is important that we gain as wide a 
variety of views from as many residents as 
possible so please make every effort to come 
along to our next meeting. 

Next meeting of the BVA will be in the 
Reading Room in October, date yet to be 
agree 

 
John Mackay (BVA Chairman)  
 
 
If anyone requires a PDF copy of this 
Newsletter or to contribute to our next issue 
please Email geoffrey.nugent@outlook.com 

Beckermet Village Association 
requires a Secretary from 18 July. 
There are just 4 evening meetings per year. 
For contact the present secretary Sarah on 
841332 or email, moores@live.co.uk 

Beckermet Village Newsletter August 2019 
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Parish Council Notes 
 
Despite giving the Reading Room £2500 to help 
repair the ceiling, the Parish Council still has 
some money available to help things in the 
village.  If you are interested, please contact our 
clerk, Gillian Threader. 
The lengthy consultations on the route of the 
National Coastal Path through our parish are 
coming to an end.  We are pleased that it will be 
close to the railway line, and will get rid of the 
long diversion that has been in place for some 
years. 
The County Council has started to think again 
about the roads in Beckermet, and is hoping to 
implement some changes next year.  Currently, 
they suggest that we have an informal 
consultation early in the year.  There is no 
suggestion of making roads one way, but there 
are likely to be 3 issues. 
Do you support having gateways at each village 
entry? Do you support installing speed cushions 
at some locations; if so, where and how high? 
Do you support making the village a 20 mph 
zone.? By law, this would require the 
installation of about 12 speed cushions. 
The PC has written to Copeland BC about the 
planning application for 24 houses off Hunter 
Rise.  There are a number of issues that need 
clarification. 
 
We still need more parish councilors, and I 
would ask you to think about volunteering. 
 
Peter Manning Beckermet with Thornhill PC 
 
 
Community Led Plan (CLP) Update 
 
Members of the Steering Group met on 17th 
July to compose the questionnaire for the next 
stage of the plan. The questionnaire is designed 
to follow up on all the points raised at the open 
event last autumn, alongside feedback received 
by the group since then.  
Every household in Beckermet will receive one 
copy of the questionnaire, but you will be 
invited to request as many copies as you like to 
ensure that we capture the views of everybody 
living in the village. Further details will be 
included in the October edition of this 
Newsletter, along with the dates when you can 

expect to receive your questionnaire and various 
options for returning it.  
At this stage all we ask is that you make a 
mental note to expect it, so that it doesn't get 
mistaken for junk mail and accidentally binned. 
Please remember that we can't take your 
preferences for the future of Beckermet into 
account if you don't participate by completing 
the questionnaire. 
 
CLP Committee 
 
Beckermet Reading Rooms 
 
The Reading Rooms committee applied and 
were most grateful to receive a  grant from the 
Parish Council which has enabled us to re-roof 
the kitchen toilet and renew the kitchen ceiling. 
However such buildings require constant 
maintenance and updating so we are trying to 
put together a project to update the rest of the  
building. We would like to install WIFI so 
please support us with bookings and attendance 
at our events. 
August is usually quiet but we hope the Art 
Class will restart in September. 
 
The WI is on the 2nd Wednesday of the month 
 
OTHER EVENTS 
AUG 10th Oddfellows meeting 1.30 
SEPT 1st Guides meeting. 
SEPT 4th Reading Room committee 7pm 
OCT  11th (Friday) RACE NIGHT WITH PIE                                          
AND PEAS SUPPER. Watch out for  
further details nearer the date. 
OCT 25th An illustrated talk by Robert Douglas 
on preparing a car for the LONDON to 
BRIGHTON race. Further details to be 
announced. 
 
Kathleen Cook 841363 booking secretary 

Beckermet Village Sports Committee 

Duck Races. On Saturday 7th September the 
Duck Races will start at 4pm in the Village 
Playground with Refreshments and other stalls. 
Look out for posters in the village giving further 
information. 

Julia Harrison 
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Beckermet Nursery 
 
Tel:  01946 841941  
www.beckermetnursery.co.uk or  
Email:  admin@beckermetnursery.co.uk  
Building Work 
This summer we are replacing the decking area 
on the side of nursery with a new conservatory. 
It has taken several years to raise the money and 
we are more than happy with the design and 
workmanship. 
If anyone would like to come and have a look 
around, please do not hesitate to get in touch to 
arrange a time that is best. 
Resources 
We need/are looking for donations of: 
1. children’s board books that your children or 
grandchildren may have outgrown 
2. newspapers 
3. any screw top 200 ml empty plastic bottles 
many thanks as we are always grateful for 
anything we receive. 
Spaces 
We have spaces available beginning in 
September if you know of anyone looking for 
child care call us on 01946 841941. 
Finally 
Thank you for reminding your children about 
climbing over nursery fences to retrieve 
footballs we are now finding them in the car 
park which we are happy to throw back over 
into the playing field– it is certainly much better 
than falling from the top of the gates!! 
 
Tricia and Staff 
 
Women’s Institute 
 
Re start on Wed. 11th Sept. 
 
Angela Walls   
 
Beckermet History Group 
 
The groups computer died and could not be 
mended so we have bought a new one and hope 
to have a stall in the History tent at Gosforth 
Show so if you are there please come along and 
talk to us. We are always looking for old photos 
of Beckermet and its personalities to copy and 
add to our collection. 
 
Kathleen Cook     841363 

NSPCC 

We have not had any fundraising events since 
the last newsletter. But we are planning a quiz 
night again at the White Mare on Wednesday 
9th October. Details will be available nearer the 
time. 

Val Mckee 

Trudy Harrison 
 
Now that we have all had time to enjoy and 
digest the landmark news about the safe future 
of our consultant-led maternity services at West 
Cumberland Hospital – it’s time to focus on 
next steps. 
Cumbria’s Clinical Commissioning Group 
(CCG) made the positive decision following the 
12 month independent review group feeding 
back that huge strides had been made to ensure 
maternity staffing was robust and could 
therefore be sustained. But it was also 
acknowledged that this would present 
challenges and require continued hard work 
along the way. 
I will be involved in a series of meetings to 
continue engaging with the people providing, 
managing and financing health services. 
We have to keep pushing for staff to come here 
and stay in our wonderful part of the world by 
continuing to promote far and wide everything 
we have to offer – good schools, plenty of 
attractions, beautiful scenery and our warm 
communities.  
I asked the Government if they would request 
that the CCG hold a 12-month review as part of 
the Better Births plan - regarding the safe 
delivery of maternity services and better choice 
for women. 
What has been achieved by hospital staff, 
campaigners, health trusts and community 
groups through determined and passionate 
collaboration, is a shining example to the nation. 
Our Government provided £90million for the 
new build West Cumberland Hospital which 
now houses maternity, A&E, wards with ensuite 
bathrooms, operating theatres, children’s ward, 
Special Care Baby Unit, outpatients, coronary 
care and intensive care.  
It	also	includes	cardiology,	vascular	and	
breast	screening	departments,	which	I	was	
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recently delighted to visit. In cardiology, there 
are additional rooms for consulting, pacemaker 
work and a treadmill.  The new breast screening 
department has new equipment, bought with 
money donated by West Cumbrian people, so 
the staff can offer stereotactic biopsy and 3D 
imaging for the first time.   
Outline business cases are currently in 
development for further phases of the 
redevelopment work at the hospital, including 
the demolition of the old buildings and plans to 
provide more accommodation and academic 
facilities in partnership with the University of 
Central Lancashire (UCLan). A further 
£33million of government funding is being 
ploughed into this phase. 
This all helps to send out a clear message that 
West Cumberland Hospital is secure and offers 
real career opportunity for people to come to 
live, work, learn and invest here. 
 
Trudy Harrison MP 
 
 
A Letter to the Editor 
 
When we lived down south, getting work done 
on the house was simple. All we had to do was 
Google half a dozen local firms, ring and ask 
them to come and do us a quote. They would all 
turn up within a couple of days and we’d have 
the quotes a maximum of 24 hours later. We’d 
choose the firm we wanted to use, call them 
with the good news, then they’d be round to do 
the job within a fortnight. In the meantime, the 4 
or 5 firms we didn’t choose would ring us and 
ask why, revise their quotes down, try to 
convince us to use them instead, then make us 
promise to consider them for any future work 
before they’d go away. They needed the work 
and were prepared to fight for it, so it came as 
quite a shock to discover that things are very 
different up here. 
It turns out that you can’t just Google trades 
people up here and ask them to quote, because 
they are all so good and so busy that they just 
don’t need the work. In fact, the only way to get 
reliable trades people up here is to find one of 
their existing clients and plead with them to get 
you a personal introduction. Then you have to 
wait until the firm has time to come and quote 
for the job. After that you have to wait until they 

are available, which can be quite a long time; 
usually months. In fact it can seem like a very 
long time when your roof is leaking and nobody 
that anybody has recommended can even fit you 
in for a quote for 3 weeks. This was actually 
how we learnt our lesson. 
After all the recommended roofers said they 
were too busy, we called a few we’d found on 
Google and left increasingly desperate answer-
phone messages. Finally, one of them called 
back and said he’d come round that evening. He 
did so, quoted a reasonable cost and said he 
could start work 2 days later. I was so relieved 
that I didn’t even argue when he asked for half 
the cost up front. He explained that his van had 
broken down and he needed the money to get it 
back on the road, otherwise he wouldn’t be able 
to get his equipment to us. We were a bit 
anxious on account of the leaking roof and non-
stop rain that year (the so-called ‘summer’ of 
2012), so we paid it. Long story short: he fixed 
the leak, but the roof looked as though a 3-year-
old had taken a run at it with pebbles and Silly 
Putty. 
A while later we needed a plasterer. Having 
learnt a valuable lesson from Mr half-up-front 
Roofer, I asked around until a friend of mine 
said her husband might be able to help, but no 
promises. I rang him and mentioned twice 
during one message that his wife said he would 
call me, so I guess the poor man had no choice 
but to do so. He then gave me what is so far my 
favourite (and most surprising) response to a 
request for work. He said he’d be happy to pop 
round and quote that evening, but that we’d 
have to wait several weeks for him to do the 
actual work because he was busy lambing. You 
don’t hear that down south. 
We are pretty much sorted now, although it has 
taken 7 full years of living up here to get on the 
books of some great trades people. We now 
have a builder, plumber, electrician, decorator 
and carpet fitter. At some point we’ll need a 
roofer, but we won’t be hitting Google for that. 
And if we ever need a joiner, I noticed a 
beautiful piece of work some friends in 
Beckermet recently had done, so I’ll be tapping 
them up for his contact details. 
 
A southerner in Beckermet 
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AUGUST 
                                                   
 
7th White Mare Quiz. 8.00 
 
10th Reading Rooms Oddfellows 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Details of the above can be found in the 
text of the Newsletter. 

BECKERMET    
CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 
1st Guides Reading Rooms 
 
4th Reading Rooms Committee Meeting 
 
4th White Mare Quiz. 8.00 
 
7th Village Duck Races 
 
11th Women’s Institute Meeting 
 
 
 
OCTOBER 
 
11th Reading Rooms Race Night 
 
25th Reading Rooms Illustrated Talk 


