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Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on  
Wednesday  18th January 2017, 19:00hrs,  

at Becker met Reading Rooms 
 
1) Present  

J Edwards, P Manning, S Meteer, D McGhee, D Humphreys, K Woolley,  
K Cook, S Caddy, J Smith, S Tucker (Clerk),  

 
2) Apologies  

N/A 
 

3) To declare any interest in items on the agenda 
No councilors declared any interest in the agenda items. 

 
4) To consider approvals of the minutes of previous meeting  

The minutes of the December 2016 meeting were approved. 
 
5) Public participation 

There were no members of the public present at the meeting. 
 
 
  



6) Finance 
It was resolved that the following payments should be made: 

 
To Pay Comments  Amount  

Sian Tucker 

Clerk 

December Salary - £368.30 

Internet - £15  

Travel - £8  

£391.30 

Beckermet Reading 

Rooms 

January meeting 

1hour meeting between JE/PM 

and the Mayor 18/1/17 

£20.00 

£10 

 
 
7) Budget Update  

The budget report provided by the Clerk was accepted without comment.  
At 18/01/2017, the Parish Council had spent £13,383.45 but £1400.00 of this 
would be paid out of the reserve fund and consequently the Parish had spent 
£11983.45 (86.4%) of the £13,871.94 precept for 2016/17.  
 
¥ Parish Precept  for 2017/18  

The Council has received the annual request for 2017/18 precept from 
CBC.  The Council agreed to ask for £13,000, this being the 5th year the 
PC has asked for no increase.  ST to confirm our request to CBC. 

 
8) Progress Re ports   

 
¥  Police Report  
       No report had been submitted to the meeting 

 
¥ Traffic & Highways Report  

JE reported that the traffic and highways report had been submitted to 
CCC and they had provided comments. SM agreed to check the accuracy 
of the comments made by CCC and to confirm to JE whether work had 
been completed. It was suggested that the PC should send a letter to 
Electricity North West to complain about the street lighting in Beckermet as 
Phase 1 of the project had been started in November 2015 and was still 
not complete. SM agreed to action this.  
 
KW requested that an item should be added to the schedule for additional 
passing places and regular maintenance of dyke walls on the U4405 in 
Beckermet. 
 



JE and PM met with the Mayor, Mike Starkie, prior to the Council meeting.  
The meeting was to discuss the proposed installation of no entry signs at 
the north end of Morass Rd and south end of Nursery Rd by the CCC 
despite the outcome of the informal consultation held in August.2016. 
More than ten businesses within Beckermet have written a letter to CCC 
objecting to the proposals.  The businesses are waiting for a response.  It 
was noted that the Mayor was supportive of the PCs position. 
 

¥ Website Update 
DM reported the website was up to date and had been used a lot in the 
last month. 

 
¥ Lengthsman Scheme  

JS was scheduled to attend the next lengthsman meeting on Thursday 
26th January. JS attended the last meeting in November and had 
subsequently agreed to be the PCs co-ordinator with the lengthsman for 
jobs throughout the Parish.  JS has also had meetings with 
representatives from NuGen regarding funding an apprentice for one year 
to work for Work4U on the scheme.  This will be advertised within the 
Parish first. 
 
JS asked whether or not the Parish Council should be doing weekly 
playground inspections.  ST will check whether the Parish procedures 
and/or the insurance required this. DH agreed to do any inspection work 
required in Thornhill and JS/ST agreed to do any work required in 
Beckermet. 
 

¥ Conservative County Council appointment  
The Clerk had received an e-mail from Paul Turner requesting to meet the 
Council.  ST will contact Paul Turner to let him know the meetings are 
open to the public and he and other candidates are welcome to attend. 

 
¥ Thornhill Football  Club  

ST reported that the football club had paid the outstanding Utility bill. 
 
ST reported that she had received some negative comments from 
residents in Thornhill regarding the work being carried out in the car park 
at the football club, it was agreed to send a letter to the bungalow 
residents letting them know of the work and timescales.  SM agreed to 
draft a letter. 
 

¥ Community Governance Review  
JE noted that a CBC had carried out a Governance Review and concluded 
that the number of Parish Councilors should be reduced from 14 to 12. 
The documentation to support the decision had been placed in the public 



domain for comment and was available on the Parish web site. The 
closing date for representations to be made was 6th February, 2017 

 
 
9) NuGen Update  

PM reported that there had been no updates from NuGEN since September 
2016 when they reported they had received a vast number of responses to 
their Stage 2 DCO Consultation and were developing how best to address 
them. JE and PM had recently been invited to a Moorside Technical Group 
(MTG) meeting on 25th January. JS had agreed to represent the Parish at a 
meeting of the Councils with NuGEN that same evening. JE and PM had been 
invited to an engagement meeting with NuGEN on 22 February. 
Representatives of RAM as well as other local Parishes had also been invited 
to attend this meeting. 

 
10) North West Connections Update  

JE reported that he had submitted the Parish Councils response to the 
National Grid North West Connections consultation in mid December, following 
approval at the PC December meeting. Copies of the response had been sent 
to CALC and CBC. 
 
JE also noted that KW had submitted the Parish Councils response to the 
“Health Care in Cumbria” consultation in mid December. JE thanked KW for 
his work preparing the response. 

 
11)      Parish Action Plan  

JS has made some progress on the development of a Community Led Plan.  
The first Steering Group meeting with be held in March 2017.  She has asked 
whether a representative from the BVA and the WI would like to attend.  JS is 
also having discussions with some organisations regarding funding for the 
potential questionnaire. 
The action plan will be discussed further at the March PC meeting. 
 

12) Planning Applications 
 

The following applications were noted with no significant comments recorded. 
 
CH/4/16/2424/0F1 – Gas cooled reactor, Sellafield 
CH/4/16/2443/0F1 – Demolition of barn, Beckermet 
CH/4/16/2448/0F1 – Site store workshop buildings, Sellafield 
CH/4/16/2449/0F1 – 3 storey building, Sellafield 
 

13) Meetings at which the council is represented  
¥ SFMM on 20 December, JE attended the meeting which had been 

arranged to discuss the meetings response to the NDA draft business 
plan. A further meeting of the sub group had been held on 17 January 



2017. JE reminded the meeting that Thorp reprocessing was scheduled 
to end by Dec 2018 and Magnox reprocessing was scheduled to end 
around 2019/2020. The focus of work on the site would then be 
decommissioning and the number of people on site would be affected. 

¥ The Parish Council would be represented at the following meetings due 
to be held in the next month: 
Three Tier Meeting at Egremont on 25th January 2017 (PM to attend) 
Sellafield Parish Forum at Yottenfews on 2nd February (JE/PM to 
attend) 
PM attended the Sellafield Risk and Hazard Group.  Good progress 
was being made and a number of issues were discussed 
 

14)     Council ors  reports  
SM made the Council aware that the CBC budget proposals were on the CBC 
website.  This consultation will end on 31st January. 

 
15)     Next meeting  

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 15th February, 7pm at the 
Thornhill Social Club. 


