Beckermet with Thornhill Parish Council
Mrs S Tucker (Clerk)
3 Wilton Mews
Wilton
Egremont
Cumbria
CA22 2PJ

s.tucker3@btinternet.com
01946 820607

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 15th February 2017, 19:00hrs,
at Thornhill Social Club
1)

Present
J Edwards, P Manning, S Meteer, D Humphreys, K Woolley,
K Cook, J Smith, S Tucker (Clerk),

2)

Apologies
S Caddy, D McGhee

3)

To declare any interest in items on the agenda
No councilors declared any interest in the agenda items.

4)

To consider approvals of the minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of the January 2017 meeting were approved.

5)

Public participation
There were no members of the public present at the meeting.

6)

Finance
It was resolved that the following payments should be made:
To Pay

Comments

Amount

Sian Tucker

January Salary - £368.30

£391.30

Clerk

Internet - £15
Travel - £8

7)

Thornhill Social Club February meeting

£20.00

CRUG

£10

Annual Membership

Budget Update
The budget report provided by the Clerk was accepted without comment.
At 15/02/2017, the Parish Council had spent £12,699.99 (91.6%) of the
£13,871.94 precept. £1400 has been taken from the reserves to pay for the
parking area at the Thornhill football gound.

8)

Progress Reports
•

Police Report
A police report was received from PC Burgess. The report included details
of road traffic collisions, concerns for welfare and domestic abuse. The
speed indicator device was placed on Morass Road, Beckermet for a week
at the end of January but it did not log speed data. The device was to
remind drivers to check their speed as they passed through the village.

•

Traffic & Highways Report
JE reported that he was still awaiting comments from CCC on the updated
schedule.
JE noted that SM had spoken with Electricity North West (ENW) about the
lighting project in Beckermet and as a result they expected to have all
lights in Phase 1 operational by end March 2017. The schedule for Phase
2 (the road from the Royal Oak southbound) would not be clear until some
legal issues had been resolved by ENW.

•

Lengthsman Scheme
JS reported that she had attended the lengthsman meeting on the 26th
January and it had been agreed that photographs would be taken before
and after a job is completed and sent to JS. JS has had various meetings
with NuGEN to discuss the possibility of NuGEN funding an apprentice for
Works 4U who would focus on work in the Parish. JE noted that he had
been approached by a NuGEN representative who had explained that
NuGEN would only provide funding if the Parish agreed to continue to
participate in the lengthsman scheme in 2017/18. After some discussion
the Parish Council agreed by a majority vote to participate in the
lengthsman scheme for one year providing NuGEN confirmed they had
secured approval to fund an apprentice.
JS noted that concerns had also been expressed regarding the condition
of the dyke walls of the primary school in Beckermet. ST agreed to speak
to the school to confirm the ownership of the wall and identify who was
responsible for the maintenance.
JS also noted that there was concern about the condition of the recycling
center for the village that was located on the school grounds. ST agreed
to contact CBC about them providing a better emptying service for the
center.

•

•

Web site update
No update was available this month.
Proposed Project – Thornhill Football Club
SM led the discussion about a possible provision of a store for equipment
belonging to the Thornhill football clubs. The store would be used for
equipment belonging to both football teams that use the existing facilities.
Discussion had taken place with the teams on their requirements and an
initial plan for an annex to the existing change room building had been
drawn up. The Council agreed that SM should proceed with the project
and to keep the Parish Council up to date with progress and details of the
costs.
SM noted that work on improving the car parking facilities at the football
club was continuing and that letters sent to residents in the area appear to
have been well received.

9)

NuGen Update
PM/JE had attended the Moorside Technical Group Meeting held on 25
January 2017 where NuGEN had explained that they were still deciding the
way forward after the Stage 2 Consultation held in 2016. JS had also attended
a meeting of all Parishes with NuGEN later that day. JE/PM noted that they
had also been invited to attend another meeting with NuGEN on 22nd February
and that they were still looking to had more detailed meetings with NuGEN to
discuss the three main themes (location of the reactors and sub station, the
shielding mounds and the compensation scheme) in the Parishes submission
to last years consultation. JE noted that the next Moorside Technical Group
meeting will be held 5th April 2017 and it was hoped that more information
would be made available at that meeting. JE noted that the situation regarding
Toshiba involvement in the project was unclear and it was not appropriate to
speculate on the way forward at the moment.
JE noted that there was nothing to report on the outcome of the North West
Coast Connections consultation that had ended in early January 2017.

10)

Beckermet Roads
JE noted that the local businesses and school had written to CCC objecting to
CCC proposals to make entry in to Beckermet village only down Mill Lane. JE
had made a statement to the Copeland Local Committee held on 3rd February
explaining the Parish Councils position and a representative of the village
businesses had asked a question of the committee. The Chairman of the Local
Committee had read out a prepared statement in response and had refused to
discuss the issue further. At this moment it appears that CCC plan to
implement their proposed changes for a period of 6 months through an
experimental traffic order and without any consultation with residents. The
changes will include introducing no entry signs at the North end of Morasss
road and the south end of Nursery Road thus making access to Beckermet
only down Mill Lane; some changes may also be made to the area around the
school. During the six month period the impact on traffic flows and the
businesses will be monitored and a decision will then be made whether or not
to make the changes permanent.
The Parish Council will keep resident up to date through the web site if more
information is made available to them.
JE thanked SM for his support on trying to resolve the matter as Beckermet
Ward elected councilor for CBC.

11)

Parish Action Plan

JS reported that she has made some progress on the development of a
Community Led Plan. The first Steering Group meeting will be held at the end
of March 2017. JS is also having discussions with some organisations
regarding funding for the potential questionnaire.
The action plan will be discussed further at the March PC meeting.
12)

Planning Applications received
The Parish Council had recorded no comments on the applications received.

13)

Meetings at which the council is represented
Sellafield Parish Forum. JE / PM attended the meeting arranged by SL to
explain the reasons why residents had been contacted late in the evening
when the Sellafield emergency exercise had been held in November. SL
apologized for the inconvenience this caused residents of the Parish and said
that they had carried out a thorough investigation in to the cause. SL noted
that it was necessary to sometimes have exercises in silent hours to test the
emergency response but in future they would try to publicise the events more
comprehensively. SL had also explained changes to local travel plans at the
meeting
3 Tier meeting. PM attended the meeting where the NuGen developments
and also the CBC and CCC annual budgets had been discussed
West Cumberland Sites Stakeholder Group. PM had attended this meeting
where an up date on SL site performance had been provided.

14)

Next meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 15th March, 7pm at the
Beckermet Reading Rooms.

