Beckermet with Thornhill Parish Council
Mrs S Tucker (Clerk)
3 Wilton Mews
Wilton
Egremont
Cumbria
CA22 2PJ

s.tucker3@btinternet.com
01946 820607

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 14th June 2017, 19:00hrs,
at Thornhill Social Club
1)

Present
J Edwards, S Meteer, K Woolley, K Cook, D McGhee, D Humphreys,

2)

Apologies
P Manning, S Caddy, J Smith, S Tucker (Clerk)

3)

To declare any interest in items on the agenda
SM declared a pecuniary interest in item 5. The costs associated with timbers
for the chain bridge at School Green, Beckermet and for a new lock for the
disabled toilet door at the Thornhill FC changing rooms.

4)

To consider approvals of the minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of the May 2017 Parish Council meeting were approved.
JE noted that the presentation on the conservation area appraisal for
Beckermet had been arranged for 1830hrs on 13th July at the Beckermet
Reading Rooms.

5)

Public participation
None

6)

Finance
It was resolved that the following payments should be made:

To Pay

Comments

Amount

Sian Tucker

June Salary - £368.30

£406.29

Clerk

Internet - £15
Travel - £8
Norton
renewal

security
for

PC

Annual
laptop

-

£14.99
Thornhill Social Club

June Meeting

Furness Supplies

Thornhill

£20.00

Playground £139.20

replacement signs.
Mike Dowling Contracting Thornhill
Ltd

improvements

Councillor Sam Meteer

£32.94 –

Carpark £1,284.00

cement and postcrete for
installation of timbers for chain bridge at
School green play area.

£47.33

£14.39 –

New lock for disabled toilet
door at Thornhill football club changing
rooms

7)

Budget Update
The budget report provided by the Clerk was accepted without comment.
JE noted that £1,548.00 (11.16%) of the £13,000 precept had been spent up to
10th June 2017. JE noted that the Clerk had submitted a VAT claim for
2016/17 of £767.10.

8)

Progress Reports
•
•

Police Report
No report had been submitted.

•

Traffic & Highways Report
JE issued the report dated 25th May 2017 that had been up dated following
a meeting with Kevin Cosgrove (CCC) and comments received from a
CCC Technical Officer. The report was accepted by the Parish Council.

In response to a question from KW, JE noted item 11 (provision of
additional passing places on the U4405) would need to be taken up with
NuGEN if they planned to use this road in the future.
•

Update on Beckermet Roads proposal by CCC
JE noted that he had submitted a statement on behalf of the Parish
Council to Cumbria County Councils, Copeland Local Committee
requesting that the Local Committee review their proposal to restrict traffic
through Beckermet. However the Local Committee planned for 23rd May
had been cancelled and he had recently been advised that a report on
Beckermet traffic was now going to be made to the meeting scheduled for
3rd October rather than at the next meeting arranged for 4th July. JE said
that he had been asked by CCC if the Parish Council preferred to delay
presenting the statement until the October meeting. After some discussion
it was agreed that the statement should be presented to the October
meeting when the content of the report on Beckermet would be clear.
JE noted that the Small Business Group in Beckermet who were opposed
to the proposals was looking to the Parish Council to develop a sensible
solution with CCC. JE also noted that he had been made aware of the
fact that some people in the village supported the proposals.

•

Website Update
DM reported that the website was up to date. Statistics show around 250
hits of the website each month with the most visited pages being the
minutes and news about roads. DM noted that the Governance Statement
from the Audit report needed to be included on the website to comply with
transparency requirements. ACTION: ST to provide report when available.

•
•

Lengthsman Scheme
No report was available.

•

Thornhill Football Club – Car Park Project
SM confirmed that the work on the car park had been completed. JE
thanked SM and SC for successfully managing this project.

•

Thornhill Football Club – Change room extension
SM noted that he had recently received the drawings to submit to CBC for
the construction of the Thornhill FC Changing room extension and as a
result the Parish Council needed to pay CBC £73.16p to gain the
necessary approvals. Once they had been approved he could get a cost
estimate for the work and commence fund raising activities. The Parish
Council agreed that to avoid any delays with the project they would pay
CBC immediately and record the expenditure in the July Finance report.

•

Beckermet School Recycling Centre
No report was available.

•

Proposal for picnic tables /seating at Thornhill and Beckermet play
areas
SM reported that he had reviewed the arrangements at Thornhill and had
concluded that two additional picnic tables should be purchased and
installed in the play area. After reviewing the quality and performance of
tables that are available he had concluded that those supplied by Glasdon
were the best design and that they were maintenance free. The total cost
of procuring and installing two tables would be about £1100 plus VAT.
SM noted that proposals for upgrading the seating in the Beckermet play
area had not yet been developed. After considerable discussion the Parish
Council asked SM to work with JS and ST to develop a joint proposal
covering Thornhiil and Beckermet and agreed to reconsider the proposal
at the July meeting of the PC. ACTION: JS, ST and SM to develop a joint
proposal to improve seating in the play areas at Thornhill and Beckermet
for consideration at the July meeting of the Parish Council.

•

9)

ROSPA Inspection of play areas
JE reported that the Clerk had noted that the annual safety inspections of
the play areas in the Parish were scheduled to take place in August. The
Parish Council agreed that ST should arrange for these to be carried out
by ROSPA. ACTION: ST to arrange ROSPA inspections.

•
NuGEN/NWCC
JE noted that there was nothing to report on the NuGEN project.
JE commented that the Parish Council had been notified by CALC that the
National Grid were planning to send out a questionnaire to obtain data on how
adequate the quality and effort was from National Grid to engage with Parish
Councils and Members of the public they represent during the North West
Coast Connections consultation. The Parish Council agreed that JE /PM would
deal with this request.

10)

Parish Action Plan
KW noted that at a recent 3 Tier meeting ACT had commented that the
Community Led Plan for Parish Councils should include provision of an
Emergency Plan. KC noted that the Parish had identified assembly areas but
were reliant on Copeland for other aspects of an emergency arrangements.
After some discussion KC agreed to check that the key holders for the Parish
Emergency Assembly Areas had been identified and to pass the information to
DM so that the information could be made available on the web site. ACTION:
KC to identify key holders for Emergency Assembly Areas in the Parish.

The Parish Action plan will be discussed at the July Parish Council meeting.
11)

Planning Applications received
JE noted that the Parish Council had written to CBC regarding the wind turbine
located to the south of Beckermet that has not operated for more than 6
month. Residents of the village believe that CBC can now enforce the
condition to have it removed. The Parish Council have told CBC that they
share this view and have asked them to give it their attention.

12)

Meetings at which the council is represented
KW reported that he had attended the 3 Tier meeting on 12 June 2017 where
there had been presentations and discussion on the Local Government
Boundary Commission, the Highways Information Management System and
Resilience preparedness. During discussion the Parish Council noted that a
consultation on the number of Copeland Councillors and Ward boundaries was
scheduled to take place from 24 October 2017 to 8 January 2018. Any
changes to present arrangements would be implemented by the UK
Government in time for the 2019 elections.
KW noted that he had attended the A595 Traffic Group (now renamed the
Copeland Community Traffic Group) on 31st May, where the aims of the
meeting had been agreed. The next meeting will be held towards the end on
June/ early July

13)

Councilors reports
SM noted that the Parish Council had been asked by “Always Another Way,
Cumbria” for permission to use the Thornhill Play Park during a village fun day
to be arranged later in the year. The Parish Council agreed to the request
subject to appropriate insurance arrangements being in place. ACTION: ST to
notify organisers of the decision and to confirm insurance arrangements to
Parish Councillors.
DH noted that the condition /location of the salt bin in Thornhill, next to the
playground, still needed to addressed. ACTION: ST to contact CCC.
DH noted that the condition of the wet pour in the Thornhill pay area was a
cause for concern. It was agreed that ST should obtain a quote from Playdales
for its repair for consideration by the Parish Council. ACTION: ST to obtain a
quote from Playdales for repair of the wet pour in the Thornhill play area.

JE note that CALC are carrying out a satisfaction survey to obtain information
on different aspects of their service. JE agreed to ask PM to complete the
survey for the Parish.
14)

Next meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 19th July, 7pm at the Beckermet
Reading Rooms..

