Beckermet with Thornhill Parish Council
Mrs S Tucker (Clerk)
2 Orchard Lane
Tallentire
Cockermouth
Cumbria
CA13 0NQ

siantuckerbwtpc@gmail.com
01900825524

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 15th October 2017, 19:00hrs,
at Beckermet Reading Rooms
1)

Present
J Edwards, S Meteer, K Woolley, D Humpreys, S Caddy, D McGhee, J Smith,
S Tucker (Clerk)

2)

Apologies
P Manning, K Cook

3)

To declare any interest in items on the agenda
N/A

4)

To consider approvals of the minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of the September 2017 Parish Council meeting were approved.

5)

Public participation
Kevin Cosgrove of Cumbria County Council, attended the meeting to discuss
the Beckermet road issues. This is detailed in the traffic and highways section
of these minutes (Section 8).

6)

Finance
It was resolved that the following payments should be made:
To Pay

Comments

Amount

Sian Tucker

September Salary - £368.30

£398.02

Clerk

Internet - £15
Travel - £8
Expenses - £6.72 (stamps)

Beckermet

Reading October Meeting

£20

Rooms

7)

WaterPlus

Thornhill Football Club

£49.73

Darren Fawcett

Grass Cutting 2017

£2592

Budget Update
The budget report provided by the Clerk was accepted without comment. JE
noted that £8,528.37 of the £13,000 precept had been spent up to 15th
October 2017.

8)

Progress Reports
•

Traffic & Highways Report
JE had issued the up to date traffic and highways report that included
comments from CCC. The Parish Council accepted the report with
comment.
JE agreed to inform CCC that the gullies on Cop Lane needed to be
unblocked / cleaned to avoid flooding. (Secretaries note: This action was
completed on 19 October 2017.)
Kevin Cosgrove attended the meeting to provide a brief on CCC plans to
hold a full consultation on proposals to restrict traffic entering Beckermet at
the north end of Morass Road and the south end of Nursery Road. It had
been agreed at the 3rd October meeting of the CCC Copeland Local

Committee that a full consultation on an Experimental Traffic Order
covering the proposals should be carried out. KC confirmed the following:
--Everyone directly affected by the proposals would be contacted including
all Beckermet residents and businesses. JE noted the need to include
Braystones residents.
--CCC will send letters to every household covering the detailed proposals.
--Residents must give their views on the proposals and should make other
proposals in their response.
--CCC will address other issues such as the safety of the roads close to
the school after this consultation has been completed.
--The consultation should start around the end October/ early November
and will last for 6 weeks.
--The outcome of the consultation will be submitted to a future meeting of
the Local Committee early in 2018.
KC confirmed that he would advise the Parish Council of the outcome of
the consultation when the responses had been reviewed.
The PC asked KC to provide some information on the data collected
during the past six or so months from the traffic monitors that had been
located around the village.
•

Website Update
DM reported that the website was up to date. Statistics show the website
is being used above the usual amounts.

•

Lengthsman Scheme
A new coordinator has been appointed on the scheme and a meeting with
her was expected to be held shortly. JS reported that some of the regular
work has been completed but other work that we have requested had
been outstanding for many weeks. The Parish Council asked JS to remind
the coordinator that the Parish Council had only agreed to pay for this year
and that they would need to decide whether or not to continue to
participate in the scheme early in 2018. It was important that the Parish
Council was satisfied that they were getting value for money. JS agreed to
make these points at the next Lengthsmans meeting and to ensure they
were clear on the scope and schedule of work that the Parish wished to be
completed.

.
• Remembrance Day Wreath
The Parish Council agreed to make a donation of £50 towards the cost of
a wreath that had been ordered by SC.

•

Improvements to play area
The new benches and picnic tables are yet to be installed at both play
areas. JS and SM are waiting for help from the Lengthsman. This will
also be discussed at the next Lengthsman meeting.

•

Thornhill Football Club – Change room extension
SM provided an update on the situation regarding the proposed changing
room extension at Thornhill Football Ground including quotes received for
the work and options for moving forward with the project.
After considerable discussion it was agreed that providing the users of the
facilities were prepared to contribute £500 towards the overall costs that
the Parish Council would pledge £5950 towards the total funding. SM
reported that he was trying to secure the remaining funds from the
Copeland Community Fund and was aiming to submit the funding request
by mid November.

•

Parish Council Response to Vision for Copeland Local Plan
JE reported that PM had prepared a response to the consultation on the
Copeland Local Plan and had circulated it for comment to Councillors. The
plan had subsequently been amended and submitted. Je thanks Pm for
carrying out the work and making the submission on behalf of the Parish.
SM reminded Councillors that they had until 17 November 2017 to make
their own personal submissions.

•

2018 Meeting dates
ST provided a list of proposed meeting dates for the parish Council in
2018. ST was asked to confirm the availability of the venues and to
confirm the schedule for the meetings at the November Parish Council
meeting.

•

TVA Grant application
ST reported that she had received an application for a grant of £485 from
the Thornhill Village Association for Christmas trees and decorations and
summer planting of flower tubs. ST confirmed that the application was
completed properly and all necessary information had been provided. After
some discussion regarding the ownership of the tubs it was agreed by a
majority vote to provide the full amount requested. DM agreed to check if
the asset register needed to be amended as the new tubs would not be
owned by the Parish Council.

•

Grass cutting 2018 onwards
ST noted that the contract for grass cutting in the Parish was coming to an
end and any new contract would need to be in place by spring 2018. ST
was asked to provide a list of areas that were cut under the existing

agreement for review at the January meeting of the Parish Council.
.
9)

NuGEN
JE noted that he had attended a meeting of the Moorside Technical Group on
21 September and that JS had attended the NuGEN Parishes meeting on the
evening of the same day. JE had issued a note covering the key points.
JE noted that Toshiba were still trying to find a new owner for NuGEN and that
until this issue was resolved the way forward was unclear. NuGEN had issued
an “Interim Consultation Report” that was available on the NuGEN web site.
The report provided the status of NuGEN responses to the consultation when
the project was put on hold.
JE noted that he had written to Trudy Harrison MP requesting her support on
issues associated with Moorside including planning blight that was concerning
residents of Beckermet. No response had been received
(Secretary’s note: since the Parish Council meeting JE and PM have met with
the MPs Researcher who is formulating a letter to NuGEN requesting a
meeting between the MP and NuGEN to address the concerns. PC
representatives are expected to be invited to this meeting)

10)

Parish Action Plan
JS reported on discussion that had taken place on the provision of a
community led plan and the timing for getting representatives of the Parish
more involved in its production. After discussion the Council agreed that any
work on the production of the plan should be put on hold until NuGEN
ownership issues had been resolved. ST was asked to include provision of the
community led plan as an agenda item for the January 2018 meeting.

11)

Planning Applications received
No planning applications had been received.

12)

Meetings at which the council was represented
JE reported that he had attended the WCSSG sub group on risks and hazards
and the WCSSG subgroup on Spent Fuel and Nuclear Material management.
He reminded Councillors that reprocessing in Thorp was scheduled to end by
December 2018 and reprocessing of Magnox fuel by December 2020. Union
officials and District Councillors were becoming more acutely aware of the
impact this will have on employment and the local communities.

13)

Councilors reports
KW reported that a number of rights of way in the Parish required attention
and agreed to provide details by e mail to JE so that he could contact CCC
and request action is taken to address the issues.

14)

Next meeting

The next meeting will be held on the 15th November at the Beckermet Reading
Rooms, 7pm.

